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security of the queen, it defeated its own ends in
the Netherlands. After failing in an attempt to
induce Henry III. of France to declare war against
Spain, Elizabeth consented to help the revolted
provinces, receiving the title of Protector of the
States, sending across an army under the command
of Leicester, and having certain places handed over
to her as guarantees of the good faith of her allies.
But she still continued her efforts to avoid open
war, and, while taking care that her army in the
Netherlands should be too weak to accomplish any-
thing decisive, betrayed the confidence which had
been reposed in her by intriguing with Philip. The
English troops, after making a brave, but ineffectual,
attempt to raise the siege of Zutphen (1586), were
left without supplies or reinforcements, while Parma,
the greatest military genius of the age, gained
success after success.

Indeed, it seemed as though Elizabeth would
sacrifice the Dutch, when the discovery of a fresh
plot finally convinced her of the futility of hcr
hopes of a compromise with Catholicism as re-
presented by Spain, and led her to take decisive
measures at last. The new conspiracy, headed by
Anthony Babington, at the instigation of Ballarcl,
a Jesuit, was deliberately aimed at the queen's
life (1586). As soon as the proofs of the plot were
complete and in the hands of Walsingham, the
Secretary of State, the ringleaders were arrested,
and the papers which were found on them, com-
bined with previous information, proved that the
scheme had received the sanction of Mary. Her